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T h e  D e p re s s io n  M a d o n n a
Florence Owens Thompson, 1903-1983
by K.S. Hardy
A photograph,
Famous, oft-reprinted 
Of a woman, farm wife 
With children gathered 
Around her, hiding 
Their own faces.
She looks off left,
No Mona Lisa smile, 
Yet her face tells 
An iconic story,
All the worry of 
A mother with 
Hungry children,
All the labor of 
Years trying to get 
Ahead but rolling back 
And yet knowing 
She will endure.
She must endure.
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